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A MESSAGE FROM
THE OUA CHAIRMAN

On behalf  of  the Old Unionite
Associat ion,  i t  g ives me immense
pleasure to welcome al l  of  you back
to our beloved Graaff-Reinet for
th is  year ’s  Interschools  event
between our alma mater ,  the Union
Schools ,  and Hoër and Laer
Volkskool .  I t  i s  a lways a remarkable
occasion to come together ,  rek indle
old fr iendships and celebrate our
shared history and camarader ie.

O L D  U N I O N I T E  A S S O C I A T I O N

This  year promises to be f i l led with
excitement,  competit ion and,  most
important ly ,  the spi r i t  of
sportsmanship.  I  would l ike to
extend my warmest wishes to al l
reunion groups gather ing to re l ive
cher ished memories and to
reconnect with old f r iends.  Your
presence here is  what makes events
l ike these so special .

To our talented sports  teams
represent ing Union Schools ,  I  wish
you the best  of  luck in your
respect ive matches.  



EMAIL: oldunionites@
unionschools.co.za

WEBSITE: www.oua.co.za

FACEBOOK: 
Old Unionites, Union High
School, Graaff-Reinet

WHATSAPP: 
067 338 8098

Play hard,  support  each other and
most important ly ,  enjoy every
moment on and off  the f ie ld.
Whether you win or  lose,  your
dedicat ion and pass ion for  your
sport  exempl i fy  the t rue spi r i t  of  the
Union community .

I  look forward to seeing everyone
throughout the fest iv i t ies and hope
you have a wonderful  t ime
reconnect ing and support ing our
teams.

With warm regards,

I t ’ s  an annual  𝗦𝗣𝗢𝗥𝗧𝗜𝗡𝗚  𝗦𝗣𝗘𝗖𝗧𝗔𝗖𝗨𝗟𝗔𝗥
for  the books,  and i t ’ s  f inal ly  here:
Interschools  2024 between the Union
Schools  and Volkskool .
P lease v iew the accompanying
Interschools ’  programme -   so that you
don’t  miss a moment of the act ion:  

Rhett Newton

Contact us:

https://web.facebook.com/oldunionitesassociation?__cft__[0]=AZV3ZGfrvuGBLv2rrLpVJ7OSHV3sFJc9ExmbcbDrYmdEVmZbgFAk2sm8GH-ir6qJJwHgy6ou86jK17pCREsAxK57mZURARJ-Nfhant0YUKIWojVKbTSsoKhE2RcDOn07a1d1QRvXLHxpOv18BxqdBR1NqEoL11A09XRPwDWXtyNQB18RIY4Jbjcq8aZ_G5BmsxDMoWniZ3VIyBCXw7Eu9yH9&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://web.facebook.com/oldunionitesassociation?__cft__[0]=AZV3ZGfrvuGBLv2rrLpVJ7OSHV3sFJc9ExmbcbDrYmdEVmZbgFAk2sm8GH-ir6qJJwHgy6ou86jK17pCREsAxK57mZURARJ-Nfhant0YUKIWojVKbTSsoKhE2RcDOn07a1d1QRvXLHxpOv18BxqdBR1NqEoL11A09XRPwDWXtyNQB18RIY4Jbjcq8aZ_G5BmsxDMoWniZ3VIyBCXw7Eu9yH9&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R


INTERSCHOOLS

ASSEMBLY

This  year 's  𝗜𝗡𝗧𝗘𝗥𝗦𝗖𝗛𝗢𝗢𝗟𝗦  𝗔𝗦𝗦𝗘𝗠𝗕𝗟𝗬
wil l  be held on Fr iday morning,  9
August at  09:00,  in  the Union High
School  hal l .

•  The Assembly wi l l  be fol lowed by tea
and eats served in the Tony Burrel l
Union,  with the OUA’s annual AGM
fol lowing at 10:30.

𝗔𝗹𝗹  𝘁𝗵𝗼𝘀𝗲  𝗶𝗻𝘁𝗲𝗿𝗲𝘀𝘁𝗲𝗱  𝗮𝗿𝗲  𝗶𝗻𝘃𝗶𝘁𝗲𝗱  𝘁𝗼
𝗮𝘁𝘁𝗲𝗻𝗱 .

𝘙𝘦𝘶𝘯𝘪𝘰𝘯  𝘨𝘳𝘰𝘶𝘱𝘴  𝘤𝘢𝘯  𝘳𝘦𝘴𝘦𝘳𝘷𝘦  𝘴𝘦𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘯𝘨
𝘧𝘰𝘳  𝘵𝘩𝘦  𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘦𝘮𝘣𝘭𝘺 ,  𝘣𝘺  𝘤𝘰𝘯𝘵𝘢𝘤𝘵 𝘪𝘯𝘨  𝘔𝘳𝘴
𝘒𝘳𝘪𝘨𝘦  𝘢𝘵  𝘢𝘥𝘮𝘪𝘯@𝘶𝘯𝘪𝘰𝘯𝘴𝘤𝘩𝘰𝘰𝘭𝘴 .𝘤𝘰 .𝘻𝘢

In  a del ightfu l  d iscovery that has charmed both learners
and staff ,  Union High School  has recent ly  unearthed a
treasured piece of h istory:  a supplement f rom the
Graaff-Reinet Advert iser  dat ing back to the 1985
Interschools  between Union and Volkskool .

𝘛𝘩𝘪𝘴  40-𝘺𝘦𝘢𝘳-𝘰𝘭𝘥  𝘤𝘰𝘭 𝘭𝘦𝘤𝘵 𝘪𝘰𝘯  𝘰𝘧  𝘱𝘢𝘨𝘦𝘴  𝘰𝘧𝘧𝘦𝘳𝘴  𝘢  𝘯𝘰𝘴𝘵𝘢𝘭𝘨𝘪𝘤
𝘨𝘭 𝘪𝘮𝘱𝘴𝘦  𝘪𝘯𝘵𝘰  𝘢  𝘵𝘳𝘢𝘥𝘪𝘵 𝘪𝘰𝘯  𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵  𝘩𝘢𝘴  𝘴𝘩𝘢𝘱𝘦𝘥  𝘵𝘩𝘦  𝘤𝘩𝘢𝘳𝘢𝘤𝘵𝘦𝘳
𝘢𝘯𝘥  𝘤𝘢𝘮𝘢𝘳𝘢𝘥𝘦𝘳𝘪𝘦  𝘰𝘧  𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘴𝘦  𝘵𝘸𝘰  𝘪𝘯𝘴𝘵 𝘪 𝘵𝘶𝘵 𝘪𝘰𝘯𝘴 .

Among the yel lowed pages,  anecdotes abound about the
beloved annual  Interschools  dance,  a h ighl ight held in
the town hal l  that brought the community  together in
joyous celebrat ion.  

𝗧𝗵𝗲  𝘀𝘂𝗽𝗽𝗹𝗲𝗺𝗲𝗻𝘁  𝗮𝗹𝘀𝗼  𝗵𝗶𝗴𝗵𝗹 𝗶𝗴𝗵𝘁𝘀  𝘁𝗵𝗲  𝗶𝗺𝗺𝗲𝗻𝘀𝗲
𝗵𝗼𝘀𝗽𝗶𝘁𝗮𝗹 𝗶 𝘁𝘆  𝗲𝗳𝗳𝗼𝗿𝘁𝘀  𝗿𝗲𝗾𝘂𝗶𝗿𝗲𝗱  𝘁𝗼  𝗰𝗮𝘁𝗲𝗿  𝗳𝗼𝗿  𝘁𝗵𝗲  𝗶𝗻𝗳 𝗹𝘂𝘅  𝗼𝗳
𝟱𝟬𝟬𝟬  𝘃𝗶𝘀𝗶 𝘁𝗼𝗿𝘀 .  

Art ic les detai l  the logist ical  chal lenges and the
community ’s  commendable efforts  to ensure everyone
felt  welcomed and comfortable,  paint ing a picture of a
town united by pr ide and tradit ion.

𝗜𝗻  𝗮𝗱𝗱𝗶𝘁 𝗶𝗼𝗻  𝘁𝗼  𝘁𝗵𝗲𝘀𝗲  𝘀𝘁𝗼𝗿𝗶𝗲𝘀 ,  𝘁𝗵𝗲  𝘀𝘂𝗽𝗽𝗹𝗲𝗺𝗲𝗻𝘁
𝗼𝗳𝗳𝗲𝗿𝘀  𝗮  𝗿 𝗶𝗰𝗵  𝗵𝗶𝘀𝘁𝗼𝗿𝘆  𝗼𝗳  𝘁𝗵𝗲  𝗜𝗻𝘁𝗲𝗿𝘀𝗰𝗵𝗼𝗼𝗹𝘀  𝗲𝘃𝗲𝗻𝘁
𝗶 𝘁𝘀𝗲𝗹𝗳 ,  𝗽𝗿𝗼𝘂𝗱𝗹𝘆  𝗻𝗼𝘁𝗲𝗱  𝗮𝘀  𝘁𝗵𝗲  𝗼𝗹𝗱𝗲𝘀𝘁  𝗼𝗳  𝗶 𝘁𝘀  𝗸𝗶𝗻𝗱  𝗶𝗻
𝘁𝗵𝗲  𝗘𝗮𝘀𝘁𝗲𝗿𝗻  𝗖𝗮𝗽𝗲 .  Th is  h istor ical  account
deepens the appreciat ion for  the event 's
s ignif icance,  underscor ing the endur ing legacy of
fr iendly  competit ion and mutual  respect between
Union and Volkskool .

To preserve th is  precious f ind,  the supplement has
been elegant ly  f ramed. The front of  the frame
showcases art ic les dedicated to Union Schools ,
whi le the back celebrates Volkskool ,  ensur ing
both schools '  legacies are honoured and
remembered.
The discovery of  th is  supplement has not only
provided a fascinat ing look into the past  but has
also reinforced what th is  specif ic event has
meant to Union and Volkskool  over the years.  𝙄 𝙩
𝙨𝙚𝙧𝙫𝙚𝙨  𝙖𝙨  𝙖  𝙩𝙚𝙨𝙩𝙖𝙢𝙚𝙣𝙩  𝙩𝙤  𝙩𝙝𝙚  𝙚𝙣𝙙𝙪𝙧𝙞𝙣𝙜  𝙨𝙥𝙞𝙧 𝙞 𝙩  𝙤𝙛
𝙘𝙤𝙢𝙢𝙪𝙣𝙞𝙩𝙮 ,  𝙩𝙧𝙖𝙙𝙞𝙩 𝙞𝙤𝙣  𝙖𝙣𝙙  𝙩𝙝𝙚  𝙨𝙝𝙖𝙧𝙚𝙙  𝙝𝙞𝙨𝙩𝙤𝙧𝙮  𝙩𝙝𝙖𝙩
𝙘𝙤𝙣𝙩𝙞𝙣𝙪𝙚𝙨  𝙩𝙤  𝙗𝙞𝙣𝙙  𝙩𝙝𝙚𝙨𝙚  𝙩𝙬𝙤  𝙨𝙘𝙝𝙤𝙤𝙡𝙨  𝙩𝙤𝙜𝙚𝙩𝙝𝙚𝙧 .

Down Memory Lane



We are thr i l led to extend a warm
invi tat ion to each and every one of
you to jo in us for  a steak dinner at
the Tony Burrel l  Union on Saturday
evening,  10 August .  𝘛𝘩𝘪𝘴  𝘢𝘯𝘯𝘶𝘢𝘭
𝘦𝘷𝘦𝘯𝘵  𝘪𝘴  𝘣𝘦𝘪𝘯𝘨  𝘰𝘳𝘨𝘢𝘯𝘪𝘻𝘦𝘥  𝘣𝘺  𝘵𝘩𝘦
𝘖𝘭𝘥  𝘜𝘯𝘪𝘰𝘯𝘪𝘵𝘦  𝘈𝘴𝘴𝘰𝘤𝘪𝘢𝘵 𝘪𝘰𝘯 ,  𝘢𝘯𝘥  𝘸𝘦
𝘤𝘢𝘯 ' 𝘵  𝘸𝘢𝘪𝘵  𝘵𝘰  𝘩𝘢𝘷𝘦  𝘺𝘰𝘶  𝘢𝘭𝘭  𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘳𝘦 !
𝗣𝗶𝗰𝘁𝘂𝗿𝗲  𝘁𝗵𝗶𝘀 :  a cozy atmosphere,
surrounded by the buzz of laughter
and camarader ie,  as you indulge in
a delectable steak dinner.  Whether
you prefer  your steak rare,  medium
or wel l-done,  our  talented braaiers
wi l l  ensure i t  i s  cooked to
perfect ion,  just  the way you l ike i t !
Connect with old f r iends,  make new
ones and celebrate the spi r i t  of
Interschools  weekend. Share stor ies ,
re l ive cher ished memories and forge
new bonds whi le enjoying a
scrumptious meal .
𝙈𝙖𝙧𝙠  𝙮𝙤𝙪𝙧  𝙘𝙖𝙡𝙚𝙣𝙙𝙖𝙧𝙨 ,  𝙗𝙚𝙘𝙖𝙪𝙨𝙚
𝙩𝙝𝙞𝙨  𝙞𝙨  𝙖𝙣  𝙚𝙫𝙚𝙣𝙞𝙣𝙜  𝙮𝙤𝙪  𝙬𝙤𝙣 ' 𝙩
𝙬𝙖𝙣𝙩  𝙩𝙤  𝙢𝙞𝙨𝙨 !  We encourage you to
br ing along your f r iends,  fami ly  and
fel low Interschools  enthusiasts  to
make this  occasion even more
memorable.  The more,  the merr ier!
 Be sure to reserve your t ickets with
Mrs Suzanne Marais  at  082 823
8286 or
secretary@unionschools .co.za.
See you there!  

We are thr i l led to announce that the Union Schools '  𝗦𝗨𝗣𝗣𝗢𝗥𝗧𝗘𝗥  𝗦𝗧𝗔𝗡𝗗  wi l l  be open and ready to welcome you with open
arms dur ing the highly  ant ic ipated Interschools  weekend!

On 𝗙𝗿𝗶𝗱𝗮𝘆 ,  9  𝗔𝘂𝗴𝘂𝘀𝘁 ,  we inv i te you to jo in us at  the Union campus,  where our supporter  stand wi l l  be buzzing with
excitement f rom 10:00 to 12:00.  Get ready to cheer on our amazing learners and show your t rue school  spi r i t !

On 𝗦𝗮𝘁𝘂𝗿𝗱𝗮𝘆 ,  10 𝗔𝘂𝗴𝘂𝘀𝘁 ,  the stal l  wi l l  be re locat ing to the Botanics Sports  Grounds,  where the energy wi l l  be sky-high!
From 10:00 to 15:00,  we' l l  be cheer ing,  chant ing,  and support ing our Union teams with al l  our  might!  



𝗢𝘂𝗿  𝗢𝗹𝗱  𝗨𝗻𝗶𝗼𝗻𝗶𝘁𝗲  𝗿𝘂𝗴𝗯𝘆  𝘁𝗲𝗮𝗺  𝗶𝘀  𝗼𝗻  𝘁𝗵𝗲  𝗵𝘂𝗻𝘁  𝗳𝗼𝗿  𝗽𝗹𝗮𝘆𝗲𝗿𝘀 !
On Thursday evening,  8 August ,  as part  of  the 2024 Interschools

fest iv i t ies ,  the 𝙐𝙃𝙎  𝙊𝙡𝙙  𝘽𝙤𝙮𝙨  wi l l  take on the 𝙃𝙑𝙎  𝙊𝙪𝙙𝙨𝙠𝙤𝙡 𝙞𝙚𝙧𝙚
in  a f r iendly  rugby encounter at  the Botanics Sports  Grounds.

I f  you ' re interested in 𝗧𝗔𝗞𝗜𝗡𝗚  𝗧𝗛𝗘  𝗙𝗜𝗘𝗟𝗗  for  the Union Old Boys
in ei ther the 𝙛𝙪𝙡 𝙡  𝙘𝙤𝙣𝙩𝙖𝙘𝙩  𝙜𝙖𝙢𝙚  (under 35 's)  or  the 𝙩𝙤𝙪𝙘𝙝𝙞𝙚𝙨

game (over 35 's)  p lease get in touch with Sean Koeberg at 071
209 8614 to s ign up!

As 𝗜𝗡𝗧𝗘𝗥𝗦𝗖𝗛𝗢𝗢𝗟𝗦  𝟮𝟬𝟮4 approaches,  so too does the
annual  hockey match between the Union High School
and Hoër Volkskool  Old Gir ls .
I f  you are f ree on Fr iday afternoon,  9 August ,  and
would l ike to play for  the Union Old Gir ls '  team,
𝙥𝙡𝙚𝙖𝙨𝙚  𝙜𝙚𝙩  𝙞𝙣  𝙩𝙤𝙪𝙘𝙝 .
The match wi l l  s tart  at  16:00.
𝘠𝘰𝘶  𝘥𝘰𝘯 ' 𝘵  𝘯𝘦𝘦𝘥  𝘵𝘰  𝘩𝘢𝘷𝘦  𝘣𝘦𝘦𝘯  𝘪𝘯  ' 𝘵𝘳𝘢𝘪𝘯𝘪𝘯𝘨 '  𝘢𝘴  𝘪 𝘵 '𝘴  𝘫𝘶𝘴𝘵
𝘢  𝘣𝘪𝘵  𝘰𝘧  𝘧𝘶𝘯 .  𝘐𝘵 '𝘴  𝘢𝘭𝘴𝘰  𝘢  𝘨𝘳𝘦𝘢𝘵  𝘸𝘢𝘺  𝘵𝘰  𝘤𝘰𝘯𝘯𝘦𝘤𝘵  𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩
𝘰𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘳  𝘖𝘭𝘥  𝘎𝘪𝘳𝘭𝘴 .
I f  you can't  part ic ipate,  spectators are always more
than welcome 
 𝗔𝗻𝘆  𝗨𝗻𝗶𝗼𝗻  𝗢𝗹𝗱  𝗚𝗶𝗿𝗹𝘀  𝗲𝗮𝗴𝗲𝗿  𝘁𝗼  𝗽𝗹𝗮𝘆 ,  𝗰𝗮𝗻  𝗰𝗼𝗻𝘁𝗮𝗰𝘁
𝗝𝗲𝗻𝗻𝗶𝗳𝗲𝗿  𝗛𝗼𝗽𝗲  𝗮𝘁  𝟬𝟴𝟮  𝟵𝟮𝟳  𝟬𝟮𝟴𝟮 .

Looking for  a del ic ious and f lavourfu l  evening?
𝘛𝘩𝘦𝘯  𝘸𝘩𝘺  𝘯𝘰𝘵  𝘴𝘶𝘱𝘱𝘰𝘳𝘵  𝘜𝘯𝘪𝘰𝘯  𝘏𝘪𝘨𝘩  𝘚𝘤𝘩𝘰𝘰𝘭 '𝘴
𝘵𝘳𝘢𝘥𝘪𝘵 𝘪𝘰𝘯𝘢𝘭  𝘐𝘯𝘵𝘦𝘳𝘴𝘤𝘩𝘰𝘰𝘭𝘴 ’  𝘤𝘶𝘳𝘳𝘺  & 𝘳 𝘪𝘤𝘦  𝘦𝘷𝘦𝘯𝘪𝘯𝘨  𝘰𝘯
𝘍𝘳𝘪𝘥𝘢𝘺 ,  9  𝘈𝘶𝘨𝘶𝘴𝘵 ,  𝘢𝘵  𝘵𝘩𝘦  𝘛𝘰𝘯𝘺  𝘉𝘶𝘳𝘳𝘦𝘭 𝘭  𝘜𝘯𝘪𝘰𝘯 !
Union’s  2025 Matr ic Farewel l  committee is  host ing
this  fantast ic fundraiser ,  and for  only  R100 per person,
you can enjoy a del ightfu l  serv ing of curry ,  r ice and
sambals made with love and pass ion,  topped off  with
a del ic ious dessert .  Don't  miss out on th is  opportunity
to support  our  school  and indulge in a mouthwater ing
meal .  𝗪𝗲  𝗰𝗮𝗻 ' 𝘁  𝘄𝗮𝗶𝘁  𝘁𝗼  𝘀𝗲𝗲  𝘆𝗼𝘂  𝘁𝗵𝗲𝗿𝗲 !



MEET THE TEAMS
Union High School  wi l l  be represented by the fol lowing

learners in the 1st  team rugby and hockey matches:

1ST TEAM HOCKEY:  Joy Mer if ie ld,  Char l ize Vorster ,  Katelyn Trol l ip ,  Amy Waddelow, Sarah Jacobs,  Mia Botha,  Leigh-Ann Murray,
Caytah-Leigh Koeberg,  Sadé May (captain) ,  Aaminah Steele,  Kenza Nei l l ,  Mecol i  Vorster ,  Amber Slater ,  Misha Newton,  Tyra Binney

and Tara Ferrei ra

1ST XV: Trystan Hul leman,  Uyanda Tele,  Bule la Zonke,  Ababalwe Matutu,  Joshua Swart land,  Peter  Michaels ,  Makukhanye de Beer ,
Asemahle Sakat i ,  Na'eem Mahomed (captain) ,  Shaakir  Kazi ,  Xavier  Bar low, Muhammed Ahmed, Ky le L iebenberg,  Chr istopher

Nqumashe,  Jayden Odendaal  and Nangawethu Macanda.



Old Unionite lands
Golden Key award

Congratulations to Old Unionite
𝗠𝗮𝘁𝘁𝗵𝗲𝘄 𝗕𝗮𝘀𝘀𝗼𝗻 who was
recently invited to become a
member of the University of
Cape Town's Chapter of the
esteemed Golden Key
International Honours Society.

While we can be excused for being fully
absorbed by the war cries emanating from
AKH and the hallways of our beautiful
school, in the lead up to THE CLASH,  
further afield, armies from across the world
have gathered in the greatest showdown.

And we can proudly give 2 Old Unionites
a massive round of applause for passing
their karoo genes onto their offspring. 

Hannah Pearce, daughter of Haloise
Middleton (Head Girl in 1986) is
representing SA on the Astros of Paris, and
we wish her every success.

The Hobson family have also raised a star,
in Andrew Pearce, who is putting it all out
there in Paris, and flying the SA flag so
high.  The Hobsons are part and parcel of
the Union Fabric, and we celebrate with
them all. 

Hannah and Andrew... while not Old
Unionites in the literal sense, we take such
pride in you and trust that you know that
Union and every Old Unionite are cheering
you on.
And even closer to home, the cousin of
Union’s very own 1st team hockey coach, Mr
Calvin Beck, is also playing for SA on the
world stage. Our hearts truly are with the
team!

The World Stage

In Memorium

I t  i s  with great sadness that we mourn the pass ing of L iz
Melv i l le  (c lass of  1962) ,  Rodney Gi lmour (Class of  62)  and
Sheena Banks (c lass of  1975).  May the memories that they 

 created throughout their  l ives ,  serve to l i f t  thei r
fami l ies and fr iends when gr ief  threatens to overwhelm,
and may their  legacy l ive on in al l  who loved them.   

Old Unionites in the news

𝙈𝙖𝙩𝙩𝙝𝙚𝙬, 𝙣𝙤𝙬 𝙖 𝙨𝙚𝙘𝙤𝙣𝙙-𝙮𝙚𝙖𝙧
𝙨𝙩𝙪𝙙𝙚𝙣𝙩 𝙖𝙩 𝙐𝘾𝙏, 𝙢𝙖𝙩𝙧𝙞𝙘𝙪𝙡𝙖𝙩𝙚𝙙 𝙖𝙩
𝙐𝙣𝙞𝙤𝙣 𝙃𝙞𝙜𝙝 𝙎𝙘𝙝𝙤𝙤𝙡 𝙞𝙣 2022, 𝙛𝙞𝙧𝙨𝙩 𝙞𝙣
𝙝𝙞𝙨 𝙘𝙡𝙖𝙨𝙨, 𝙗𝙤𝙖𝙨𝙩𝙞𝙣𝙜 𝙖𝙣 𝘼-𝙖𝙜𝙜𝙧𝙚𝙜𝙖𝙩𝙚
𝙖𝙣𝙙 𝙨𝙚𝙫𝙚𝙣 𝙙𝙞𝙨𝙩𝙞𝙣𝙘𝙩𝙞𝙤𝙣𝙨.

By also excelling in his studies
towards a Bachelor of Social
Science in Psychology and
Social Development, Matthew
has now earned himself a
lifetime seat at the Golden Key
Society table.

Golden Key membership is the
highest university accolade
awarded only to students in
the top 15% per field of study in
any undergraduate and post-
graduate degree programme,
and it's strictly by invitation
only, so yes, a lifetime
membership is no trivial feat.

Hannah Pearce,  daughter of  Haloise Middleton (Head Girl  in 1986)  is
representing SA on the Astros of Paris,  and we wish her every success.



Old Unionite represents
province at IPT

Serving with love and passion

𝗣𝗮𝘀𝘀𝗶𝗼𝗻, 𝗱𝗲𝗱𝗶𝗰𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝗮 𝗹𝗼𝘃𝗲 𝗳𝗼𝗿 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗴𝗮𝗺𝗲 𝗼𝗳 𝗵𝗼𝗰𝗸𝗲𝘆 𝗰𝗮𝗻 𝗱𝗿𝗶𝘃𝗲
𝗶𝗻𝗱𝗶𝘃𝗶𝗱𝘂𝗮𝗹𝘀 𝘁𝗼 𝗮𝗰𝗵𝗶𝗲𝘃𝗲 𝗴𝗿𝗲𝗮𝘁𝗻𝗲𝘀𝘀.
One such individual is Old Unionite Christine (née Buckle)
Whale, who, despite not playing first team hockey at
school, continued pursuing her passion for hockey after
matriculating in 2007 and, with unwavering commitment
and determination, has become an accomplished player
as well as an inspiring coach. 
In May of this year, Christine had the honour of
representing the Eastern Province at the Masters Hockey
Inter-Provincial Tournament (IPT) held in Johannesburg.
This was not her first time representing the province in
this prestigious event, as she had also achieved this
remarkable feat the previous year. 
Continuing her string of achievements, Christine
represented EP Country Districts at the SACD (South
African Country Districts) tournament held in Port
Elizabeth during the June holidays.
Notably, she not only participated in the tournament but
also held the position of vice-captain for her team. 
For Christine, the opportunity to represent her province in
these tournaments has been nothing short of an honour. 
Christine's story reminds us that true passion knows no
boundaries and that with dedication and perseverance,
anything is possible. 
𝗪𝗲 𝗹𝗼𝗼𝗸 𝗳𝗼𝗿𝘄𝗮𝗿𝗱 𝘁𝗼 𝘄𝗶𝘁𝗻𝗲𝘀𝘀𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝗵𝗲𝗿 𝗰𝗼𝗻𝘁𝗶𝗻𝘂𝗲𝗱 𝘀𝘂𝗰𝗰𝗲𝘀𝘀 𝗼𝗻 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝗼𝗳𝗳
𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗵𝗼𝗰𝗸𝗲𝘆 𝗳𝗶𝗲𝗹𝗱.

When it comes to Old Unionites making an impact in our little
hometown, there is no one who does it better than Suzanne
Marais (née Jacobs) of the Class of 1999.
Affectionately known as the unofficial "mayoress" of Union,
Suzanne embodies the spirit of service, dedication and
community.
Suzanne's official title is 'Secretary to the Headmaster' at
Union High School, but her role extends far beyond this.
She can be seen decorating the Tony Burrell Union for
functions, climbing into roofs to reset plugs, standing on
ladders to fix clocks, cheering on the side of the sports field,
serving as the secretary of the Old Unionite Association,
baking thousands of cupcakes and serving steaks during OUA
events.
𝘚𝘶𝘻𝘢𝘯𝘯𝘦'𝘴 𝘤𝘰𝘯𝘵𝘳𝘪𝘣𝘶𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯𝘴 𝘢𝘳𝘦 𝘤𝘰𝘶𝘯𝘵𝘭𝘦𝘴𝘴 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘩𝘦𝘳 𝘪𝘯𝘷𝘰𝘭𝘷𝘦𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵 𝘪𝘴 𝘢 𝘵𝘦𝘴𝘵𝘢𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵
𝘵𝘰 𝘩𝘦𝘳 𝘶𝘯𝘸𝘢𝘷𝘦𝘳𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘤𝘰𝘮𝘮𝘪𝘵𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵 𝘵𝘰 𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘴𝘤𝘩𝘰𝘰𝘭 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘤𝘰𝘮𝘮𝘶𝘯𝘪𝘵𝘺.
Her heart for our wonderful school, the learners and staff, and
the broader community of Graaff-Reinet, is evident in
everything she does. 𝗦𝘂𝘇𝗮𝗻𝗻𝗲 𝘀𝗵𝗼𝘄𝘀 𝘂𝘀 𝗮𝗹𝗹 𝘄𝗵𝗮𝘁 𝗶𝘁 𝗺𝗲𝗮𝗻𝘀 𝘁𝗼 𝘀𝗲𝗿𝘃𝗲
𝘁𝗶𝗿𝗲𝗹𝗲𝘀𝘀𝗹𝘆 𝘄𝗶𝘁𝗵 𝗮𝗯𝘀𝗼𝗹𝘂𝘁𝗲 𝗹𝗼𝘃𝗲 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝗯𝗼𝘂𝗻𝗱𝗹𝗲𝘀𝘀 𝗲𝗻𝗲𝗿𝗴𝘆. Her beautiful
heart, permanent smile, enormous passion and can-do
attitude are the epitome of what it means to be a Unionite.
𝙒𝙚 𝙖𝙧𝙚 𝙞𝙣𝙘𝙧𝙚𝙙𝙞𝙗𝙡𝙮 𝙥𝙧𝙤𝙪𝙙 𝙩𝙤 𝙘𝙖𝙡𝙡 𝙎𝙪𝙯𝙖𝙣𝙣𝙚 𝙤𝙣𝙚 𝙤𝙛 𝙤𝙪𝙧 𝙤𝙬𝙣. Her service
and dedication inspire us all to be better, to do more and to
love our community as deeply as she does.

https://www.facebook.com/unionhighschool?__cft__[0]=AZWko11P7cfmyOikttDj1sANurXmIfWRYypl8xgdVmfXVhtUq9mbkiQpTYjizYmXCsXZutbJfmUeS_Z67m_A-QzxQjo-YvEtV9XfJrNeqMQslibQJgEZ-e5ECFMXGwb0dOYTzTe4pslPQB9G-1JzM7QewAQqklYnwzIG43i_OcLAJpMqkTeSY25Hu68n8ynEYbp58VQyOPaAAR7TtyerxjMI&__tn__=-]K-R


Thank you for your service

The Union High School Development Trust bid a
heartfelt farewell to retiring trustees, Old
Unionites Doug Stern and Lionel de la Harpe,
during a moving event held in the Tony Burrell
Union recently.
𝗔𝘀 𝘀𝘁𝗮𝗹𝘄𝗮𝗿𝘁𝘀 𝗼𝗳 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗧𝗿𝘂𝘀𝘁, 𝗗𝗼𝘂𝗴 𝗦𝘁𝗲𝗿𝗻 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝗟𝗶𝗼𝗻𝗲𝗹 𝗱𝗲 𝗹𝗮
𝗛𝗮𝗿𝗽𝗲 𝗵𝗮𝘃𝗲 𝗱𝗲𝗱𝗶𝗰𝗮𝘁𝗲𝗱 𝗻𝘂𝗺𝗲𝗿𝗼𝘂𝘀 𝘆𝗲𝗮𝗿𝘀 𝗼𝗳 𝘀𝗲𝗿𝘃𝗶𝗰𝗲,
generously sharing their time and expertise for
the advancement of the Union Schools.
𝘛𝘩𝘦𝘪𝘳 𝘶𝘯𝘸𝘢𝘷𝘦𝘳𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘤𝘰𝘮𝘮𝘪𝘵𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘪𝘯𝘷𝘢𝘭𝘶𝘢𝘣𝘭𝘦 𝘤𝘰𝘯𝘵𝘳𝘪𝘣𝘶𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯𝘴
𝘩𝘢𝘷𝘦 𝘮𝘢𝘥𝘦 𝘢 𝘭𝘢𝘴𝘵𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘪𝘮𝘱𝘢𝘤𝘵 𝘰𝘯 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘦𝘥𝘶𝘤𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘢𝘯𝘥
𝘥𝘦𝘷𝘦𝘭𝘰𝘱𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵 𝘰𝘧 𝘤𝘰𝘶𝘯𝘵𝘭𝘦𝘴𝘴 𝘺𝘰𝘶𝘯𝘨 𝘜𝘯𝘪𝘰𝘯𝘪𝘵𝘦𝘴.
The Trust, along with the entire Union Schools
community, expresses its profound gratitude for
the dedication and leadership demonstrated by
Doug and Lionel throughout their tenure. 𝗧𝗵𝗲𝗶𝗿
𝗽𝗮𝘀𝘀𝗶𝗼𝗻 𝗳𝗼𝗿 𝘀𝘂𝗽𝗽𝗼𝗿𝘁𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝗲𝗱𝘂𝗰𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝗰𝘂𝗹𝘁𝗶𝘃𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝗮
𝗻𝘂𝗿𝘁𝘂𝗿𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝗲𝗻𝘃𝗶𝗿𝗼𝗻𝗺𝗲𝗻𝘁 𝗳𝗼𝗿 𝗹𝗲𝗮𝗿𝗻𝗲𝗿𝘀 𝘄𝗶𝗹𝗹 𝗯𝗲 𝗿𝗲𝗺𝗲𝗺𝗯𝗲𝗿𝗲𝗱
𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝗰𝗵𝗲𝗿𝗶𝘀𝗵𝗲𝗱 𝗳𝗼𝗿 𝘆𝗲𝗮𝗿𝘀 𝘁𝗼 𝗰𝗼𝗺𝗲.
Their presence and influence will be deeply
missed, but their legacy of service and dedication
will forever remain a cornerstone of the Trust's
mission. 
𝗙𝗮𝗿𝗲𝘄𝗲𝗹𝗹 𝘁𝗼 𝘁𝘄𝗼 𝗲𝘅𝗰𝗲𝗽𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻𝗮𝗹 𝗶𝗻𝗱𝗶𝘃𝗶𝗱𝘂𝗮𝗹𝘀 𝘄𝗵𝗼𝘀𝗲 𝗶𝗺𝗽𝗮𝗰𝘁 𝘄𝗶𝗹𝗹
𝗯𝗲 𝗳𝗲𝗹𝘁 𝗳𝗼𝗿 𝗴𝗲𝗻𝗲𝗿𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻𝘀 𝘁𝗼 𝗰𝗼𝗺𝗲.

Down Memory Lane

Throwback to Union High School ’s  annual  Sports  Day,  1964: The 𝗢𝗽𝗲𝗻  𝗕𝗼𝘆𝘀  𝟭  𝗠𝗶𝗹𝗲  race begins with determinat ion and hope.  
E.  B l ignaut ,  R.  Rous and A.  Wood made their  mark ,  c laiming f i rst ,  second and thi rd place respect ively ,  etching their  names into our
school 's  stor ied athlet ic h istory.
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Introducing Mr André Human -
Union’s new Director of Rugby

Exciting developments at Union High School

We are thrilled to announce that Mr André Human has
joined Union High School as the school’s new Director
of Rugby.

𝘞𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘢 𝘸𝘦𝘢𝘭𝘵𝘩 𝘰𝘧 𝘦𝘹𝘱𝘦𝘳𝘪𝘦𝘯𝘤𝘦 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘢 𝘱𝘳𝘰𝘷𝘦𝘯 𝘵𝘳𝘢𝘤𝘬 𝘳𝘦𝘤𝘰𝘳𝘥, 𝘔𝘳
𝘏𝘶𝘮𝘢𝘯 𝘣𝘳𝘪𝘯𝘨𝘴 𝘢 𝘣𝘭𝘦𝘯𝘥 𝘰𝘧 𝘱𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘪𝘰𝘯, 𝘦𝘹𝘱𝘦𝘳𝘵𝘪𝘴𝘦 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘢𝘮𝘣𝘪𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘵𝘰 𝘵𝘩𝘦
𝘳𝘶𝘨𝘣𝘺 𝘱𝘳𝘰𝘨𝘳𝘢𝘮𝘮𝘦.

Mr Human has dedicated the past 17 years to the sport
of rugby, working as a professional full-time coach at
various levels, both nationally and internationally.

His coaching journey has taken him across South
Africa, Ireland and even Uzbekistan, where he served
as the National Coaching Consultant for their Rugby
Federation. 𝘏𝘪𝘴 𝘦𝘹𝘵𝘦𝘯𝘴𝘪𝘷𝘦 𝘦𝘹𝘱𝘦𝘳𝘪𝘦𝘯𝘤𝘦 𝘢𝘴 𝘢 𝘩𝘦𝘢𝘥 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘪𝘴𝘵𝘢𝘯𝘵
𝘤𝘰𝘢𝘤𝘩 𝘩𝘢𝘴 𝘳𝘦𝘴𝘶𝘭𝘵𝘦𝘥 𝘪𝘯 𝘢 𝘳𝘦𝘮𝘢𝘳𝘬𝘢𝘣𝘭𝘦 𝘴𝘶𝘤𝘤𝘦𝘴𝘴 𝘳𝘢𝘵𝘦 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘢𝘤𝘤𝘰𝘭𝘢𝘥𝘦𝘴
𝘢𝘭𝘰𝘯𝘨 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘸𝘢𝘺.

Beyond his coaching prowess, Mr Human also holds a
qualification as a maths educator. This educational
background allows him to prioritise the holistic
development of our young rugby players, maintaining
a healthy balance between academics, rugby and
personal growth. 𝙃𝙚 𝙛𝙞𝙧𝙢𝙡𝙮 𝙗𝙚𝙡𝙞𝙚𝙫𝙚𝙨 𝙞𝙣 𝙘𝙧𝙚𝙖𝙩𝙞𝙣𝙜 𝙖 𝙡𝙚𝙖𝙧𝙣𝙞𝙣𝙜
𝙚𝙣𝙫𝙞𝙧𝙤𝙣𝙢𝙚𝙣𝙩 𝙬𝙝𝙚𝙧𝙚 𝙥𝙡𝙖𝙮𝙚𝙧𝙨 𝙘𝙖𝙣 𝙩𝙝𝙧𝙞𝙫𝙚 𝙞𝙣 𝙖𝙡𝙡 𝙖𝙨𝙥𝙚𝙘𝙩𝙨 𝙤𝙛 𝙩𝙝𝙚𝙞𝙧
𝙡𝙞𝙫𝙚𝙨.

Notably, Mr Human's own rugby career adds to his
depth of understanding and knowledge.

He played for Stellenbosch University while pursuing
his B. Comm. (Maths) degree and later competed in
club rugby in Italy and France. He went on to
represent the Stormers and Border Bulldogs
professionally, as well as the SA Defense and SA
Central Union Team.

Mr Human's coaching journey began at high school
level, where he honed his skills at Stirling High, Grens
High and Dale College. He then progressed to
coaching professional rugby, leading the Border
Bulldogs in the Vodacom Cup and Currie Cup for five
years.

With an impressive rugby CV, Mr Human's
experience spans coaching schools, premier club
rugby in South Africa and Ireland, as well as the
Currie Cup and Super 15 Rugby. His strong
understanding of schools' rugby further enhances
our programme, as he brings valuable insights and
strategies to elevate our team's performance.

𝗪𝗲 𝗮𝗿𝗲 𝗹𝗼𝗼𝗸𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝗳𝗼𝗿𝘄𝗮𝗿𝗱 𝘁𝗼 𝘀𝗲𝗲𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗿𝘂𝗴𝗯𝘆 𝗽𝗿𝗼𝗴𝗿𝗮𝗺𝗺𝗲
𝗳𝗹𝗼𝘂𝗿𝗶𝘀𝗵 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝗿𝗲𝗮𝗰𝗵 𝗻𝗲𝘄 𝗵𝗲𝗶𝗴𝗵𝘁𝘀 𝘂𝗻𝗱𝗲𝗿 𝗵𝗶𝘀 𝗴𝘂𝗶𝗱𝗮𝗻𝗰𝗲.

His passion, expertise and commitment to the
holistic development of our young rugby players
align perfectly with our school's values.

His expertise also extended to coaching
international sides, including Galway Corinthians
RFC and Old Crescent RFC in Ireland. Most recently,
he made significant contributions as the National
Coaching Consultant for the Uzbekistan Rugby
Federation, mentoring both men's and women's
rugby teams in 7s and 15-a-side formats.

We urge any Old Unionites who would like to submit an article of interest
for  inclusion in the OUA newsletter, to please submit it via email to
oldunionites@unionschools.co.za

Thank you for reading!
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