
A Word from the Chairman

Dear Old Unionites,

I am thrilled to introduce to you
the first edition of our monthly
newsletter, a new medium
through which we aim to keep
our cherished Union
community connected and
informed.

As Chairman of the Old
Unionite Association, it brings
me great joy to launch this
initiative that will enable us to
stay in touch with all the
incredible happenings at the
Union Schools.

This newsletter will serve as a
platform to share exciting
updates, upcoming events,
achievements, and
opportunities for our alumni to
reconnect and stay involved.

Whether you matriculated
recently or years ago, we want
to ensure that you remain a
part of our vibrant community.

I encourage each and every
one of you to get in touch with
the Old Unionite Association.

Share your stories,
accomplishments, and
memories with us. 

Let us know how we can better
serve you and enhance your
connection to the Union
Schools.

Together, let's celebrate the
rich history and bright future of
our beloved Union Schools.
Stay tuned for more updates
and enriching content in the
upcoming editions of our
newsletter.

With warm regards,

Chairman, Old Unionite
Association

EMAIL:
oldunionites@
unionschools.co.za

WEBSITE:
www.oua.co.za

FACEBOOK: 
Old Unionites,
Union High School,
Graaff-Reinet

WHATSAPP: 
072 178 7699 
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Say ‘Hello’ to...

 We are delighted to announce the appointment
of Mrs. Tess Neill as the Association’s new liaison
with the Old Unionites. 

In her new role, Mrs. Neill will also spearhead the
Association's fundraising initiatives, aiming to
enhance support and resources for our
community.

Mrs. Neill is a dedicated parent to Union learners
Joshua, Alex and Kenza and has recently
completed a term on the School Governing Body
(SGB). Currently, she is employed as the Assistant
Debtors Clerk for Union.

Mrs. Neill’s deep ties to the school community
ensure that she understands the values and
needs of our Old Unionites.

Originally from Parys, Mrs. Neill and her family
moved to Graaff-Reinet from Tarkastad in June
2019.  Her husband, Dave, assumed ownership of
Radium, a well-known home and industrial
cleaning enterprise. The Neill family’s relocation
has been a positive addition to our community,
and we are thrilled to welcome Mrs. Neill in this
new capacity.

Mrs. Neill holds a BComm degree and brings a
wealth of experience from her involvement in
various entrepreneurial ventures, as well as the
hospitality and service industry. 

Her background and skills are perfectly aligned
with the needs of the Old Unionite Association,
and we are confident that her leadership will be
instrumental in driving our initiatives forward.

Old Unionites can be assured that they will hear
from Mrs. Neill soon. We are excited to have her
on board and look forward to the growth and
strengthening of our Association under her
guidance.

The 𝗨𝗡𝗜𝗢𝗡 𝗦𝗖𝗛𝗢𝗢𝗟𝗦' 𝗠𝗨𝗦𝗘𝗨𝗠 - located
within the school's foyer - serves as a
cherished repository of the
institution's rich history, traditions and
the indomitable spirit of its learners.

𝗢𝗹𝗱 𝗨𝗻𝗶𝗼𝗻𝗶𝘁𝗲𝘀 𝗶𝗻 𝗽𝗼𝘀𝘀𝗲𝘀𝘀𝗶𝗼𝗻 𝗼𝗳 𝗰𝗵𝗲𝗿𝗶𝘀𝗵𝗲𝗱
𝗺𝗲𝗺𝗼𝗿𝗮𝗯𝗶𝗹𝗶𝗮 𝗼𝗿 𝗮𝗿𝘁𝗶𝗳𝗮𝗰𝘁𝘀 𝗼𝗳 𝗵𝗶𝘀𝘁𝗼𝗿𝗶𝗰𝗮𝗹
𝘀𝗶𝗴𝗻𝗶𝗳𝗶𝗰𝗮𝗻𝗰𝗲 𝘁𝗼 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗨𝗻𝗶𝗼𝗻 𝗦𝗰𝗵𝗼𝗼𝗹𝘀, 𝗮𝗿𝗲
𝘄𝗮𝗿𝗺𝗹𝘆 𝗶𝗻𝘃𝗶𝘁𝗲𝗱 𝘁𝗼 𝗰𝗼𝗻𝘁𝗿𝗶𝗯𝘂𝘁𝗲 𝘁𝗼 𝗼𝘂𝗿 𝗲𝘃𝗲𝗿-
𝗲𝘅𝗽𝗮𝗻𝗱𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝗰𝗼𝗹𝗹𝗲𝗰𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻.

 Please reach out to Mrs Mariëtte
Burger at
uhsmarketing@unionschools.co.za to
explore how you can help preserve our
shared legacy for generations to come.

Stay connected

The Old Unionite Association is
dedicated to fostering greater
connectivity and celebration among
past learners of the school.
To stay connected, we encourage you to
visit our website at www.oua.co.za,
follow our Facebook platform or sign up
as an AlumNet member. It's as simple as
1, 2, 3. Just click on this link  
https://unionschools.alumnet.co.za to
register. And the best part is, it's
absolutely free of charge!
𝙒𝙚 𝙖𝙡𝙨𝙤 𝙬𝙚𝙡𝙘𝙤𝙢𝙚 𝙮𝙤𝙪 𝙩𝙤 𝙜𝙚𝙩 𝙞𝙣𝙫𝙤𝙡𝙫𝙚𝙙 𝙖𝙣𝙙
𝙨𝙝𝙖𝙧𝙚 𝙮𝙤𝙪𝙧 𝙣𝙚𝙬𝙨 𝙬𝙞𝙩𝙝 𝙪𝙨.

Whether you have achieved something
remarkable, reached a significant
milestone or made a valuable
contribution, we want to hear from you.
Your achievements, milestones and
contributions serve as a source of
inspiration for generations to come,
embodying the spirit of excellence that
defines us as Old Unionites.

The Union Schools’ Museum

http://www.oua.co.za/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0Rw6v0H6QD4SgST6JeQioSQzqpXeFK4ILOW906UR7SUfVEmxBkteavWkg_aem_ZmFrZWR1bW15MTZieXRlcw
https://unionschools.alumnet.co.za/


Megan Doyle

In the aftermath of the tragic
building collapse in George on
Monday, 6 May, the resilience
and heroism displayed by
individuals from all walks of life
have been nothing short of
remarkable.
Among these unsung heroes
stands Old Unionite 𝗠𝗲𝗴𝗮𝗻
𝗗𝗼𝘆𝗹𝗲, from Union’s Class of
2019, whose selfless dedication
to the welfare of our four-
legged companions has shone
brightly amidst the darkness.
Megan, who is employed at
A.C.E - Veterinary
Physiotherapy in George,
stepped forward without
hesitation to offer her expertise
and support during this trying
time. 𝘙𝘦𝘤𝘰𝘨𝘯𝘪𝘻𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘷𝘪𝘵𝘢𝘭 𝘳𝘰𝘭𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵
𝘤𝘢𝘯𝘪𝘯𝘦 𝘥𝘦𝘵𝘦𝘤𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘥𝘰𝘨𝘴 𝘱𝘭𝘢𝘺 𝘪𝘯 𝘴𝘦𝘢𝘳𝘤𝘩
𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘳𝘦𝘴𝘤𝘶𝘦 𝘦𝘧𝘧𝘰𝘳𝘵𝘴, 𝘔𝘦𝘨𝘢𝘯 𝘦𝘮𝘣𝘢𝘳𝘬𝘦𝘥
𝘰𝘯 𝘢 𝘮𝘪𝘴𝘴𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘵𝘰 𝘦𝘯𝘴𝘶𝘳𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘸𝘦𝘭𝘭-𝘣𝘦𝘪𝘯𝘨
𝘰𝘧 𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘴𝘦 𝘦𝘹𝘵𝘳𝘢𝘰𝘳𝘥𝘪𝘯𝘢𝘳𝘺 𝘢𝘯𝘪𝘮𝘢𝘭𝘴 𝘢𝘴
𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘺 𝘵𝘪𝘳𝘦𝘭𝘦𝘴𝘴𝘭𝘺 𝘸𝘰𝘳𝘬𝘦𝘥 𝘵𝘩𝘳𝘰𝘶𝘨𝘩
𝘨𝘳𝘶𝘦𝘭𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘴𝘩𝘪𝘧𝘵𝘴, 𝘯𝘢𝘷𝘪𝘨𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘯𝘨
𝘵𝘳𝘦𝘢𝘤𝘩𝘦𝘳𝘰𝘶𝘴 𝘵𝘦𝘳𝘳𝘢𝘪𝘯 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘥𝘦𝘣𝘳𝘪𝘴 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩
𝘶𝘯𝘸𝘢𝘷𝘦𝘳𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘥𝘦𝘵𝘦𝘳𝘮𝘪𝘯𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯.
From comforting the canine
heroes to providing essential
care and support, Megan
exemplifies the spirit of
compassion and solidarity that
defines the Union community.
𝗢𝘂𝗿 𝘁𝗵𝗼𝘂𝗴𝗵𝘁𝘀 𝗿𝗲𝗺𝗮𝗶𝗻 𝘄𝗶𝘁𝗵 𝗮𝗹𝗹 𝘁𝗵𝗼𝘀𝗲
𝗮𝗳𝗳𝗲𝗰𝘁𝗲𝗱 𝗯𝘆 𝘁𝗵𝗶𝘀 𝘁𝗿𝗮𝗴𝗲𝗱𝘆, 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝘄𝗲
𝗲𝘅𝘁𝗲𝗻𝗱 𝗼𝘂𝗿 𝗱𝗲𝗲𝗽𝗲𝘀𝘁 𝗴𝗿𝗮𝘁𝗶𝘁𝘂𝗱𝗲 𝘁𝗼
𝗠𝗲𝗴𝗮𝗻 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝗼𝘁𝗵𝗲𝗿𝘀 𝗹𝗶𝗸𝗲 𝗵𝗲𝗿 𝗳𝗼𝗿 𝘁𝗵𝗲𝗶𝗿
𝗶𝗻𝘃𝗮𝗹𝘂𝗮𝗯𝗹𝗲 𝗰𝗼𝗻𝘁𝗿𝗶𝗯𝘂𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻𝘀 𝘁𝗼 𝘁𝗵𝗲
𝗿𝗲𝗰𝗼𝘃𝗲𝗿𝘆 𝗲𝗳𝗳𝗼𝗿𝘁𝘀.

Gerrit Brink

In the realm of academic
excellence, one name shines
bright among the alumni of
Union High School.

Old Unionite 𝗚𝗲𝗿𝗿𝗶𝘁 𝗕𝗿𝗶𝗻𝗸 has
recently marked a series of
remarkable achievements,
solidifying his place as a rising
star in the field of engineering
and data science.

𝘎𝘦𝘳𝘳𝘪𝘵'𝘴 𝘫𝘰𝘶𝘳𝘯𝘦𝘺 𝘣𝘦𝘨𝘢𝘯 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘩𝘪𝘴
𝘮𝘢𝘵𝘳𝘪𝘤𝘶𝘭𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘧𝘳𝘰𝘮 𝘜𝘯𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘏𝘪𝘨𝘩
𝘚𝘤𝘩𝘰𝘰𝘭 𝘪𝘯 2017. 𝘍𝘶𝘦𝘭𝘦𝘥 𝘣𝘺 𝘢 𝘱𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘪𝘰𝘯
𝘧𝘰𝘳 𝘪𝘯𝘯𝘰𝘷𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘵𝘦𝘤𝘩𝘯𝘰𝘭𝘰𝘨𝘺, 𝘩𝘦
𝘦𝘮𝘣𝘢𝘳𝘬𝘦𝘥 𝘰𝘯 𝘢 𝘱𝘢𝘵𝘩 𝘰𝘧 𝘩𝘪𝘨𝘩𝘦𝘳
𝘦𝘥𝘶𝘤𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯, 𝘤𝘶𝘭𝘮𝘪𝘯𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘪𝘯 𝘢 𝘉𝘢𝘤𝘩𝘦𝘭𝘰𝘳
𝘰𝘧 𝘌𝘯𝘨𝘪𝘯𝘦𝘦𝘳𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘥𝘦𝘨𝘳𝘦𝘦 𝘴𝘱𝘦𝘤𝘪𝘢𝘭𝘪𝘻𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘪𝘯
𝘔𝘦𝘤𝘩𝘢𝘵𝘳𝘰𝘯𝘪𝘤𝘴, 𝘙𝘰𝘣𝘰𝘵𝘪𝘤𝘴 𝘢𝘯𝘥
𝘈𝘶𝘵𝘰𝘮𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘌𝘯𝘨𝘪𝘯𝘦𝘦𝘳𝘪𝘯𝘨, 𝘸𝘩𝘪𝘤𝘩 𝘩𝘦
𝘰𝘣𝘵𝘢𝘪𝘯𝘦𝘥 𝘪𝘯 𝘋𝘦𝘤𝘦𝘮𝘣𝘦𝘳 2021.

Undeterred by the challenges
of advanced study, Gerrit
continued to push the
boundaries of his academic
pursuits. 𝗛𝗶𝘀 𝗱𝗲𝗱𝗶𝗰𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝗵𝗮𝗿𝗱
𝘄𝗼𝗿𝗸 𝗽𝗮𝗶𝗱 𝗼𝗳𝗳 𝘄𝗵𝗲𝗻 𝗵𝗲 𝗴𝗿𝗮𝗱𝘂𝗮𝘁𝗲𝗱
𝘄𝗶𝘁𝗵 𝗮 𝗠𝗮𝘀𝘁𝗲𝗿 𝗼𝗳 𝗘𝗻𝗴𝗶𝗻𝗲𝗲𝗿𝗶𝗻𝗴
𝗱𝗲𝗴𝗿𝗲𝗲 𝗶𝗻 𝗜𝗻𝗱𝘂𝘀𝘁𝗿𝗶𝗮𝗹 𝗘𝗻𝗴𝗶𝗻𝗲𝗲𝗿𝗶𝗻𝗴
𝘄𝗶𝘁𝗵 𝗮 𝘀𝗽𝗲𝗰𝗶𝗮𝗹𝗶𝘇𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻 𝗶𝗻 𝗗𝗮𝘁𝗮
𝗦𝗰𝗶𝗲𝗻𝗰𝗲 𝗳𝗿𝗼𝗺 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗨𝗻𝗶𝘃𝗲𝗿𝘀𝗶𝘁𝘆 𝗼𝗳
𝗦𝘁𝗲𝗹𝗹𝗲𝗻𝗯𝗼𝘀𝗰𝗵 𝗼𝗻 𝟮𝟴 𝗠𝗮𝗿𝗰𝗵 𝟮𝟬𝟮𝟰.

Gerrit's master's research,
titled "Multi-Objective
Evolutionary Optimization
Algorithms for Truck and
Drone Delivery Systems,”

Old Unionites in the news

 garnered acclaim for its
innovative approach and
practical applications. His
outstanding achievement was
reflected in his impressive
score of 83%. Throughout his
academic journey, Gerrit
delved into a diverse array of
subjects, including Big Data,
Machine Learning Algorithms,
Optimization and Data
Analysis, among others. 𝘈𝘳𝘮𝘦𝘥
𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘢 𝘤𝘰𝘮𝘱𝘳𝘦𝘩𝘦𝘯𝘴𝘪𝘷𝘦 𝘴𝘬𝘪𝘭𝘭 𝘴𝘦𝘵 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵
𝘦𝘯𝘤𝘰𝘮𝘱𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘦𝘴 𝘣𝘰𝘵𝘩 𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘰𝘳𝘦𝘵𝘪𝘤𝘢𝘭
𝘬𝘯𝘰𝘸𝘭𝘦𝘥𝘨𝘦 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘱𝘳𝘢𝘤𝘵𝘪𝘤𝘢𝘭 𝘦𝘹𝘱𝘦𝘳𝘵𝘪𝘴𝘦,
𝘎𝘦𝘳𝘳𝘪𝘵 𝘪𝘴 𝘸𝘦𝘭𝘭-𝘦𝘲𝘶𝘪𝘱𝘱𝘦𝘥 𝘵𝘰 𝘵𝘢𝘤𝘬𝘭𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘦
𝘤𝘰𝘮𝘱𝘭𝘦𝘹 𝘤𝘩𝘢𝘭𝘭𝘦𝘯𝘨𝘦𝘴 𝘰𝘧 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘮𝘰𝘥𝘦𝘳𝘯
𝘸𝘰𝘳𝘭𝘥.

Not content to rest on his
laurels, Gerrit has already
begun making waves in the
professional realm. Since
February 2024, he has been
contributing his expertise as a
Business Analyst at Zutari
Engineering in Cape Town,
further solidifying his
reputation as a valuable asset
in the industry. 𝘈𝘴 𝘎𝘦𝘳𝘳𝘪𝘵
𝘤𝘰𝘯𝘵𝘪𝘯𝘶𝘦𝘴 𝘵𝘰 𝘤𝘩𝘢𝘳𝘵 𝘩𝘪𝘴 𝘤𝘰𝘶𝘳𝘴𝘦 𝘪𝘯 𝘵𝘩𝘦
𝘳𝘦𝘢𝘭𝘮𝘴 𝘰𝘧 𝘦𝘯𝘨𝘪𝘯𝘦𝘦𝘳𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘥𝘢𝘵𝘢
𝘴𝘤𝘪𝘦𝘯𝘤𝘦, 𝘩𝘪𝘴 𝘢𝘭𝘮𝘢 𝘮𝘢𝘵𝘦𝘳, 𝘜𝘯𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘏𝘪𝘨𝘩
𝘚𝘤𝘩𝘰𝘰𝘭, 𝘴𝘵𝘢𝘯𝘥𝘴 𝘱𝘳𝘰𝘶𝘥, 𝘬𝘯𝘰𝘸𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵
𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘰𝘧 𝘪𝘵𝘴 𝘰𝘸𝘯 𝘪𝘴 𝘮𝘢𝘬𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘢
𝘴𝘪𝘨𝘯𝘪𝘧𝘪𝘤𝘢𝘯𝘵 𝘪𝘮𝘱𝘢𝘤𝘵 𝘰𝘯 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘸𝘰𝘳𝘭𝘥
𝘴𝘵𝘢𝘨𝘦. 𝘞𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘩𝘪𝘴 𝘱𝘢𝘴𝘴𝘪𝘰𝘯, 𝘥𝘦𝘥𝘪𝘤𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯
𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘳𝘦𝘭𝘦𝘯𝘵𝘭𝘦𝘴𝘴 𝘱𝘶𝘳𝘴𝘶𝘪𝘵 𝘰𝘧 𝘦𝘹𝘤𝘦𝘭𝘭𝘦𝘯𝘤𝘦,
𝘎𝘦𝘳𝘳𝘪𝘵 𝘴𝘦𝘳𝘷𝘦𝘴 𝘢𝘴 𝘢𝘯 𝘪𝘯𝘴𝘱𝘪𝘳𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘵𝘰
𝘢𝘴𝘱𝘪𝘳𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘴𝘤𝘩𝘰𝘭𝘢𝘳𝘴 𝘦𝘷𝘦𝘳𝘺𝘸𝘩𝘦𝘳𝘦,
𝘱𝘳𝘰𝘷𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵 𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩 𝘥𝘦𝘵𝘦𝘳𝘮𝘪𝘯𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘢𝘯𝘥
𝘩𝘢𝘳𝘥 𝘸𝘰𝘳𝘬, 𝘢𝘯𝘺𝘵𝘩𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘪𝘴 𝘱𝘰𝘴𝘴𝘪𝘣𝘭𝘦. 



Sisanda Henna

Well done to Old Unionite 𝗦𝗶𝘀𝗮𝗻𝗱𝗮 𝗛𝗲𝗻𝗻𝗮 (Class
of 1999), whose latest accomplishment saw him
co-starring in the hit Netflix drama series, Soon
Comes the Night.

𝘛𝘩𝘦 𝘨𝘳𝘪𝘱𝘱𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘤𝘳𝘪𝘮𝘦-𝘥𝘳𝘢𝘮𝘢 𝘣𝘢𝘨𝘨𝘦𝘥 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘵𝘰𝘱 𝘴𝘱𝘰𝘵 𝘰𝘯 𝘕𝘦𝘵𝘧𝘭𝘪𝘹
𝘸𝘪𝘵𝘩𝘪𝘯 𝘵𝘩𝘳𝘦𝘦 𝘥𝘢𝘺𝘴 𝘰𝘧 𝘪𝘵𝘴 𝘭𝘢𝘶𝘯𝘤𝘩 𝘢𝘴 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘯𝘶𝘮𝘣𝘦𝘳 𝘰𝘯𝘦 𝘮𝘰𝘴𝘵-
𝘴𝘵𝘳𝘦𝘢𝘮𝘦𝘥 𝘴𝘦𝘳𝘪𝘦𝘴 𝘰𝘯 𝘕𝘦𝘵𝘧𝘭𝘪𝘹 𝘚𝘰𝘶𝘵𝘩 𝘈𝘧𝘳𝘪𝘤𝘢.

Click on the following link to read the full
arthttps://www.dispatchlive.co.za/news/2024-01-
26-eastern-cape-born-actor-henna-stars-in-hit-
netflix-series/ 

Former Union High School 1st XV captain  
𝗠𝗶𝗵𝗹𝗮𝗹𝗶 𝗧𝘆𝗮𝗻𝗮𝘀𝗲, (Class of 2021), once again
represented the University of the Western
Cape (UWC) in this year’ edition of the Varsity
Cup competition. 

Mihlali Tyanase

Kyle-Luke du Preez

Congratulations to our Old Unionite, 𝗞𝘆𝗹𝗲-𝗟𝘂𝗸𝗲
𝗱𝘂 𝗣𝗿𝗲𝗲𝘇, on the remarkable achievement of
obtaining his multi-engine, instrument-rated,
commercial pilot's license earlier this year!

(𝘒𝘺𝘭𝘦-𝘓𝘶𝘬𝘦 𝘸𝘢𝘴 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘏𝘦𝘢𝘥 𝘉𝘰𝘺 𝘰𝘧 Union’s 𝘊𝘭𝘢𝘴𝘴 𝘰𝘧 2021.)

The Old Unionite Association is thrilled to
acknowledge the remarkable success of the
recently concluded Betway SA20 cricket
league. Why, do you ask?

This event, which captivated cricket
enthusiasts of all ages, may seem unrelated
to the Union Schools at first glance. However,
𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗔𝘀𝘀𝗼𝗰𝗶𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻 𝗶𝘀 𝗱𝗲𝗹𝗶𝗴𝗵𝘁𝗲𝗱 𝘁𝗼 𝗿𝗲𝘃𝗲𝗮𝗹 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗶𝗻𝘁𝗲𝗴𝗿𝗮𝗹
𝗿𝗼𝗹𝗲 𝗽𝗹𝗮𝘆𝗲𝗱 𝗯𝘆 𝗼𝗻𝗲 𝗼𝗳 𝗼𝘂𝗿 𝗼𝘄𝗻, 𝗟𝗲𝗮𝗴𝘂𝗲 𝗖𝗢𝗢 𝗮𝗻𝗱
𝗢𝗹𝗱 𝗨𝗻𝗶𝗼𝗻𝗶𝘁𝗲 𝗟𝘆𝗻𝗻 𝗡𝗮𝘂𝗱é (Class of 1994), in
orchestrating the entire tournament from
start to finish, alongside Graeme Smith and
their team. The magnitude of organising
such a prestigious event cannot be
overstated. From coordinating air travel and
accommodation to ensuring security,
catering and ticketing at the six different
venues, Lynn had to manage an extensive list
of tasks. It is truly awe-inspiring how she
flawlessly executed each responsibility,
resulting in a seamless and successful
tournament. Lynn's exceptional efforts have
not only made South Africa proud but have
also elevated the stature of SA Cricket.

Lynn Naudé



Old Unionites give back...

We are proud to announce the generous
sponsorship of Union High School's 1st XV rugby
team by two Old Unionites, Mr Philip Putziger
and Mr Frank Elliot-Gentry. 

𝘔𝘦𝘮𝘣𝘦𝘳𝘴 𝘰𝘧 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘊𝘭𝘢𝘴𝘴 𝘰𝘧 '85 𝘢𝘯𝘥 '91 𝘳𝘦𝘴𝘱𝘦𝘤𝘵𝘪𝘷𝘦𝘭𝘺, 𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘺
𝘩𝘢𝘷𝘦 𝘦𝘹𝘦𝘮𝘱𝘭𝘪𝘧𝘪𝘦𝘥 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘴𝘱𝘪𝘳𝘪𝘵 𝘰𝘧 𝘨𝘪𝘷𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘣𝘢𝘤𝘬 𝘵𝘰 𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘪𝘳 𝘢𝘭𝘮𝘢
𝘮𝘢𝘵𝘦𝘳.
Their sponsorship has provided the team with
new tog bags, jerseys and shorts, ensuring they

 are fully equipped for success on the field.

𝗪𝗲 𝗲𝘅𝘁𝗲𝗻𝗱 𝗼𝘂𝗿 𝗵𝗲𝗮𝗿𝘁𝗳𝗲𝗹𝘁 𝗴𝗿𝗮𝘁𝗶𝘁𝘂𝗱𝗲 𝘁𝗼 𝗠𝗿 𝗣𝘂𝘁𝘇𝗶𝗴𝗲𝗿 𝗮𝗻𝗱
𝗠𝗿 𝗘𝗹𝗹𝗶𝗼𝘁-𝗚𝗲𝗻𝘁𝗿𝘆 for their dedication to our alma
mater and its learners.

Their generosity not only enhances the school's
sports programme but also inspires future
generations to invest in the legacy of the Union
Schools.

The Old Unionite Association is – once again –
eagerly anticipating this year's 𝗜𝗡𝗧𝗘𝗥𝗦𝗖𝗛𝗢𝗢𝗟𝗦
and the annual class reunions associated with
it!  We extend a warm invitation to all reunion
groups to join us for this special occasion. 𝘐𝘵 𝘪𝘴
𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘩𝘰𝘱𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘢𝘵 𝘢𝘭𝘭 𝘤𝘭𝘢𝘴𝘴 𝘨𝘳𝘰𝘶𝘱𝘴 𝘱𝘭𝘢𝘯𝘯𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘰𝘯 𝘩𝘰𝘴𝘵𝘪𝘯𝘨
𝘳𝘦𝘶𝘯𝘪𝘰𝘯𝘴 𝘸𝘪𝘭𝘭 𝘣𝘦 𝘢𝘣𝘭𝘦 𝘵𝘰 𝘱𝘢𝘳𝘵𝘪𝘤𝘪𝘱𝘢𝘵𝘦 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘮𝘢𝘬𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘪𝘴 𝘦𝘷𝘦𝘯𝘵
𝘦𝘷𝘦𝘯 𝘮𝘰𝘳𝘦 𝘮𝘦𝘮𝘰𝘳𝘢𝘣𝘭𝘦.

 To ensure a smooth planning process, we
kindly request all reunion groups to complete
the following link at  
https://forms.gle/BSbyTZLsZgArJihAA or email
us at oldunionites@unionschools.co.za

𝗣𝗹𝗲𝗮𝘀𝗲 𝘁𝗮𝗸𝗲 𝗻𝗼𝘁𝗲 𝘁𝗵𝗮𝘁 𝗱𝗲𝘀𝗽𝗶𝘁𝗲 𝗶𝘁 𝗯𝗲𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝗮 𝗽𝘂𝗯𝗹𝗶𝗰 𝗵𝗼𝗹𝗶𝗱𝗮𝘆,
𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝘁𝗿𝗮𝗱𝗶𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻𝗮𝗹 𝗜𝗻𝘁𝗲𝗿𝘀𝗰𝗵𝗼𝗼𝗹𝘀' 𝗔𝘀𝘀𝗲𝗺𝗯𝗹𝘆 𝘄𝗶𝗹𝗹 𝘀𝘁𝗶𝗹𝗹 𝘁𝗮𝗸𝗲
𝗽𝗹𝗮𝗰𝗲 𝗼𝗻 𝗙𝗿𝗶𝗱𝗮𝘆, 𝟵 𝗔𝘂𝗴𝘂𝘀𝘁. We encourage everyone
to mark their calendars and be part of this
special celebration.

https://forms.gle/BSbyTZLsZgArJihAA?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2mLuasLlVqadsqcW53OElF7W4npb1h4ZNiZNzaX0zlf5NPRB-vTXJ5oSE_aem_ZmFrZWR1bW15MTZieXRlcw


A legacy written on the walls

Picture a wall filled with hundreds of plaques
inscribed with moving, humorous and inspiring
messages at the heart of our campus.

Union High School’s new 𝗟𝗘𝗚𝗔𝗖𝗬 𝗣𝗥𝗢𝗝𝗘𝗖𝗧 will
serve as a continuation of our 'Legacy Plaque'
project featured on the perimeter wall of our
school and will provide additional opportunity
for alumni, staff, learners and families to make
their long-lasting mark and to become part of
Union history, at the same time boosting
support for Union’s fundraising endeavours.

𝗔𝘁 𝗮 𝗰𝗼𝘀𝘁 𝗼𝗳 𝗥𝟱𝟬𝟬 𝗽𝗲𝗿 𝗽𝗹𝗮𝗾𝘂𝗲, your personalised
metal plaque (sized 15cmx15cm) can record you
or your child’s time at the school; celebrate your
reunion; carry an inspirational message to
future learners; contain a fun quote, or a
dedication to the person(s) who most inspired
you here or elsewhere.

𝘈𝘴 𝘖𝘭𝘥 𝘜𝘯𝘪𝘰𝘯𝘪𝘵𝘦𝘴, 𝘱𝘢𝘳𝘦𝘯𝘵𝘴, 𝘦𝘹𝘵𝘦𝘯𝘥𝘦𝘥 𝘧𝘢𝘮𝘪𝘭𝘺 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘧𝘳𝘪𝘦𝘯𝘥𝘴 𝘰𝘧
𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘴𝘤𝘩𝘰𝘰𝘭, 𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘢𝘳𝘦 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘧𝘰𝘶𝘯𝘥𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘶𝘱𝘰𝘯 𝘸𝘩𝘪𝘤𝘩 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘜𝘯𝘪𝘰𝘯
𝘚𝘤𝘩𝘰𝘰𝘭𝘴 𝘵𝘩𝘳𝘪𝘷𝘦. 𝘕𝘰𝘸 𝘺𝘰𝘶 𝘤𝘢𝘯 𝘴𝘶𝘱𝘱𝘰𝘳𝘵 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘴𝘤𝘩𝘰𝘰𝘭 𝘸𝘩𝘪𝘭𝘴𝘵
𝘮𝘢𝘬𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘢 𝘭𝘢𝘴𝘵𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘮𝘢𝘳𝘬 𝘰𝘯 𝘰𝘶𝘳 𝘣𝘦𝘢𝘶𝘵𝘪𝘧𝘶𝘭 𝘤𝘢𝘮𝘱𝘶𝘴, 𝘭𝘦𝘢𝘷𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘢
𝘵𝘪𝘮𝘦𝘭𝘦𝘴𝘴 𝘮𝘦𝘴𝘴𝘢𝘨𝘦 𝘧𝘰𝘳 𝘧𝘶𝘵𝘶𝘳𝘦 𝘨𝘦𝘯𝘦𝘳𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯𝘴 𝘰𝘧 𝘭𝘦𝘢𝘳𝘯𝘦𝘳𝘴,
𝘦𝘥𝘶𝘤𝘢𝘵𝘰𝘳𝘴 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘭𝘦𝘢𝘥𝘦𝘳𝘴.

To purchase your plaque: 

Make an EFT payment to the following
account (please send a POP and inscription
through to
uhsmarketing@unionschools.co.za)

BANK DETAILS FOR EFT:
U.H.S. Clearing Account
Standard Bank, Graaff-Reinet
Acc no. 082528330
Branch code 050116
REF: Name & Legacy

𝙎𝙤, 𝙧𝙚𝙢𝙚𝙢𝙗𝙚𝙧 𝙛𝙧𝙞𝙚𝙣𝙙𝙨 𝙖𝙣𝙙 𝙡𝙤𝙫𝙚𝙙 𝙤𝙣𝙚𝙨, 𝙨𝙖𝙮 𝙩𝙝𝙖𝙣𝙠
𝙮𝙤𝙪, 𝙤𝙧 𝙨𝙞𝙢𝙥𝙡𝙮 𝙨𝙝𝙖𝙧𝙚 𝙖 𝙢𝙚𝙢𝙤𝙧𝙮 𝙤𝙧 𝙡𝙚𝙖𝙫𝙚 𝙖 𝙢𝙚𝙨𝙨𝙖𝙜𝙚
- 𝙗𝙮 𝙙𝙤𝙞𝙣𝙜 𝙨𝙤 𝙮𝙤𝙪 𝙬𝙞𝙡𝙡 𝙗𝙚 𝙝𝙚𝙡𝙥𝙞𝙣𝙜 𝙩𝙤 𝙨𝙪𝙥𝙥𝙤𝙧𝙩 𝙛𝙪𝙩𝙪𝙧𝙚
𝙜𝙚𝙣𝙚𝙧𝙖𝙩𝙞𝙤𝙣𝙨 𝙤𝙛 𝙡𝙚𝙖𝙧𝙣𝙚𝙧𝙨 𝙖𝙩 𝙐𝙣𝙞𝙤𝙣.

PLEASE NOTE: The Legacy Project will be
unveiled during this year’s Interschools.
Deadline for this year’s plaques is June 30th. 

Contact uhsmarketing@unionschools.co.za
with any queries. 

Spotlight on current projects



1st XV Locker Room Plaques

In 2022, Union High School embarked on a
mission to redefine the essence of the locker
room for their 1st XV players. 𝙏𝙤𝙙𝙖𝙮, 𝙩𝙝𝙖𝙩 𝙫𝙞𝙨𝙞𝙤𝙣
𝙨𝙩𝙖𝙣𝙙𝙨 𝙩𝙖𝙡𝙡 𝙞𝙣 𝙖 𝙨𝙥𝙖𝙘𝙚 𝙩𝙝𝙖𝙩 𝙨𝙮𝙢𝙗𝙤𝙡𝙞𝙯𝙚𝙨 𝙥𝙧𝙞𝙙𝙚,
𝙘𝙖𝙢𝙖𝙧𝙖𝙙𝙚𝙧𝙞𝙚 𝙖𝙣𝙙 𝙩𝙧𝙖𝙙𝙞𝙩𝙞𝙤𝙣.

The revamped locker room is more than just a
physical space; it's a sanctuary for the players,
equipped with top-of-the-line lockers that
exude a sense of ownership.

𝘉𝘶𝘵 𝘪𝘵'𝘴 𝘯𝘰𝘵 𝘫𝘶𝘴𝘵 𝘢𝘣𝘰𝘶𝘵 𝘢𝘦𝘴𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘵𝘪𝘤𝘴. 𝘛𝘩𝘦 𝘭𝘰𝘤𝘬𝘦𝘳 𝘳𝘰𝘰𝘮
𝘶𝘯𝘥𝘦𝘳𝘸𝘦𝘯𝘵 𝘢 𝘤𝘰𝘮𝘱𝘳𝘦𝘩𝘦𝘯𝘴𝘪𝘷𝘦 𝘮𝘢𝘬𝘦𝘰𝘷𝘦𝘳, 𝘪𝘯𝘤𝘭𝘶𝘥𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘧𝘳𝘦𝘴𝘩
𝘱𝘢𝘪𝘯𝘵, 𝘱𝘭𝘶𝘴𝘩 𝘤𝘢𝘳𝘱𝘦𝘵𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘱𝘦𝘳𝘴𝘰𝘯𝘢𝘭𝘪𝘻𝘦𝘥 𝘱𝘦𝘳𝘴𝘱𝘦𝘹 𝘯𝘢𝘮𝘦
𝘱𝘭𝘢𝘵𝘦𝘴, 𝘤𝘳𝘦𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘢𝘯 𝘦𝘯𝘷𝘪𝘳𝘰𝘯𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵 𝘸𝘩𝘦𝘳𝘦 𝘦𝘷𝘦𝘳𝘺 𝘱𝘭𝘢𝘺𝘦𝘳 𝘧𝘦𝘦𝘭𝘴
𝘷𝘢𝘭𝘶𝘦𝘥 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘪𝘯𝘴𝘱𝘪𝘳𝘦𝘥.
What truly sets this locker room apart, however,
is its homage to the past. 𝗦𝗺𝗮𝗹𝗹 𝗯𝗿𝗮𝘀𝘀 𝗽𝗹𝗮𝗾𝘂𝗲𝘀
𝗮𝗱𝗼𝗿𝗻 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗹𝗼𝗰𝗸𝗲𝗿𝘀, 𝗯𝗲𝗮𝗿𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗻𝗮𝗺𝗲𝘀 𝗼𝗳 𝗳𝗼𝗿𝗺𝗲𝗿 𝗨𝗻𝗶𝗼𝗻
𝟭𝘀𝘁 𝗫𝗩 𝗽𝗹𝗮𝘆𝗲𝗿𝘀. These plaques serve as a bridge
between the past and the present, honoring the
legacy of those who came before while inspiring
the players of today.
𝗕𝘂𝘁 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝘀𝘁𝗼𝗿𝘆 𝗱𝗼𝗲𝘀𝗻'𝘁 𝗲𝗻𝗱 𝘁𝗵𝗲𝗿𝗲. These
commemorative plaques aren't just tokens of
history; they're a lifeline for the future of Union
rugby. Plaques are available for purchase, with
proceeds going towards supporting the school's
rugby programme. Furthermore, Old Unionites
and supporters are invited to immortalise their
connection to the team by adding their names
to the locker room walls, ensuring that their
legacy lives on for generations to come.
 Seen here in the accompanying photo stands
young Murray Hope, a Grade 7 learner and
aspiring 1st XV player. Representing Union as a
u/13A player, Murray carries with him the
dreams of following in his father's footsteps
onto the 1st XV team. 𝙒𝙞𝙩𝙝 𝙝𝙞𝙨 𝙛𝙖𝙩𝙝𝙚𝙧'𝙨 𝙥𝙡𝙖𝙦𝙪𝙚
𝙥𝙧𝙤𝙪𝙙𝙡𝙮 𝙙𝙞𝙨𝙥𝙡𝙖𝙮𝙚𝙙 𝙞𝙣 𝙩𝙝𝙚 𝙡𝙤𝙘𝙠𝙚𝙧 𝙧𝙤𝙤𝙢, 𝙈𝙪𝙧𝙧𝙖𝙮
𝙚𝙢𝙗𝙤𝙙𝙞𝙚𝙨 𝙩𝙝𝙚 𝙨𝙥𝙞𝙧𝙞𝙩 𝙤𝙛 𝙐𝙣𝙞𝙤𝙣 𝙧𝙪𝙜𝙗𝙮 – 𝙖 𝙩𝙧𝙖𝙙𝙞𝙩𝙞𝙤𝙣 𝙤𝙛
𝙧𝙚𝙨𝙞𝙡𝙞𝙚𝙣𝙘𝙚 𝙖𝙣𝙙 𝙪𝙣𝙬𝙖𝙫𝙚𝙧𝙞𝙣𝙜 𝙥𝙖𝙨𝙨𝙞𝙤𝙣.
To be a part of this legacy, contact the school at
uhsmarketing@unionschools.co.za

Old Unionites out and about

In a show of camaraderie and sportsmanship,
the Old Unionite Association proudly entered a
team into Hoër Volkskool's annual hunting
competition held on Friday, 17 May.

𝘛𝘩𝘦 𝘵𝘦𝘢𝘮, 𝘤𝘰𝘮𝘱𝘳𝘪𝘴𝘦𝘥 𝘰𝘧 𝘖𝘭𝘥 𝘜𝘯𝘪𝘰𝘯𝘪𝘵𝘦𝘴 𝘎𝘦𝘰𝘳𝘨𝘦 𝘏𝘰𝘱𝘦,
𝘞𝘪𝘭𝘭𝘪𝘢𝘮 𝘊𝘰𝘱𝘦𝘮𝘢𝘯, 𝘙𝘩𝘦𝘵𝘵 𝘕𝘦𝘸𝘵𝘰𝘯 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘙𝘪𝘤𝘩𝘢𝘳𝘥 𝘊𝘰𝘭𝘭𝘦𝘵𝘵,
𝘨𝘭𝘢𝘥𝘭𝘺 𝘴𝘩𝘢𝘳𝘦𝘥 𝘪𝘯 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘴𝘱𝘪𝘳𝘪𝘵 𝘰𝘧 𝘧𝘳𝘪𝘦𝘯𝘥𝘭𝘺 𝘤𝘰𝘮𝘱𝘦𝘵𝘪𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯.

In a close-knit community like Graaff-Reinet,
where traditions run deep and relationships are
cherished, events like these strengthen the
bonds between schools and their alumni.

𝙒𝙚 𝙝𝙤𝙥𝙚 𝙩𝙝𝙖𝙩 𝙩𝙝𝙚 𝙊𝙡𝙙 𝙐𝙣𝙞𝙤𝙣𝙞𝙩𝙚𝙨' 𝙙𝙖𝙮 𝙞𝙣 𝙩𝙝𝙚 𝙛𝙞𝙚𝙡𝙙 𝙬𝙖𝙨
𝙗𝙤𝙩𝙝 𝙨𝙪𝙘𝙘𝙚𝙨𝙨𝙛𝙪𝙡 𝙖𝙣𝙙 𝙢𝙚𝙢𝙤𝙧𝙖𝙗𝙡𝙚.

In support of our neighbours

https://www.facebook.com/unionhighschool?__cft__[0]=AZXZEv_AeiquYgqCc2C61mTZn29acyD8IvJIxzHVRbXpSv51DSCtue_k5Xkmu7Fc0ai0lyLB6ie6DokD0wbDRwzqL-bA7sLPBVAP7xp7puuJc26Vp0AmL2ILMHrUWzwXv_tRakxNbYl_Ctb9buwwFkV24smaFn1lV6GnzLer7oV70QU3FWQuYqO8jP0MWGP8jXK5I9TnemCBJJOo_sFpKd-k&__tn__=-]K-R


Oh captain, my
captain

Union has a rich rugby
tradition, and at the heart of its
early days stands a remarkable
figure: 𝗧𝗲𝗱 𝗦𝗹𝗮𝘁𝗲𝗿.
A passionate rugby enthusiast,
Ted played in the school's 1st XV
until 1924 and holds the
distinguished title of being
𝗨𝗻𝗶𝗼𝗻 𝗛𝗶𝗴𝗵 𝗦𝗰𝗵𝗼𝗼𝗹'𝘀 𝗳𝗶𝗿𝘀𝘁 𝗼𝗳𝗳𝗶𝗰𝗶𝗮𝗹
𝗿𝘂𝗴𝗯𝘆 𝗰𝗮𝗽𝘁𝗮𝗶𝗻.
Union's first recorded rugby
match was played on 15 April
1922 against Aberdeen, with
Ted leading the team as
captain. Ted's leadership on the
field set a precedent for future
generations of rugby players at
Union. 𝘏𝘪𝘴 𝘥𝘦𝘥𝘪𝘤𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘵𝘰 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘴𝘱𝘰𝘳𝘵
𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘩𝘪𝘴 𝘵𝘦𝘢𝘮 𝘸𝘢𝘴 𝘦𝘷𝘪𝘥𝘦𝘯𝘵 𝘪𝘯 𝘩𝘪𝘴
𝘱𝘦𝘳𝘧𝘰𝘳𝘮𝘢𝘯𝘤𝘦 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘳𝘦𝘴𝘱𝘦𝘤𝘵 𝘩𝘦
𝘨𝘢𝘳𝘯𝘦𝘳𝘦𝘥 𝘧𝘳𝘰𝘮 𝘵𝘦𝘢𝘮𝘮𝘢𝘵𝘦𝘴 𝘢𝘯𝘥
𝘰𝘱𝘱𝘰𝘯𝘦𝘯𝘵𝘴 𝘢𝘭𝘪𝘬𝘦.
The Slater family's contributions
to rugby and education extend
beyond Ted's achievements.
Ted's brother, Jack Slater,
achieved national recognition
as a Springbok and later
contributed to education as the
Headmaster of Kingswood
College in Grahamstown.
Their father, WP Slater, was one
of the founders of Union High
School, demonstrating a strong
commitment to education and
community. Additionally, their
grandfather, Josiah Slater, was
a foundational member of both
Kingswood College and Rhodes
University, cementing the
family's legacy in South African
education.

In memory of
Melody Charles

Union High School 𝗵𝗮𝘀 𝗮𝗹𝘄𝗮𝘆𝘀
𝗯𝗲𝗲𝗻 𝗮 𝘃𝗲𝗿𝘆 𝗵𝗮𝗽𝗽𝘆 𝘀𝗰𝗵𝗼𝗼𝗹 𝘄𝗶𝘁𝗵 𝗮
𝘄𝗮𝗿𝗺 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝗳𝗿𝗶𝗲𝗻𝗱𝗹𝘆 𝗮𝘁𝗺𝗼𝘀𝗽𝗵𝗲𝗿𝗲.
Similarly, Graaff-Reinet has
built an enviable reputation as
a hospitable town with a
unique old world charm. But
both the school and town have
experienced days of extreme
sadness. We’d like to recall one
today.
This one concerns 𝗠𝗲𝗹𝗼𝗱𝘆
𝗖𝗵𝗮𝗿𝗹𝗲𝘀, a lovely schoolgirl who
attended Union in the early
1950s.
She was a warm, loving
person, a good student and an
excellent tennis player. When
she was in Std 9 she returned
to the Union House hostel
from a leave-out weekend, and
within days took seriously ill
with diphtheria. Tragically, she
died. The school community
was devastated.

Now, at the time the school
had no adequate changing
facilities for sports teams.
Players had to change in the
nearby classrooms. The Graaff-
Reinet district was
experiencing the famous wool
boom just then and there were
already plans in the pipeline
for a pavilion with suitable
changing-rooms and a tuck-
shop on the ground floor.

Aptly, it was to be built to the
north of the main tennis
courts. The Rev. Wilfred
Hartley, the Methodist minister
in town, launched a fund to
finance the building of the
𝗠𝗲𝗹𝗼𝗱𝘆 𝗖𝗵𝗮𝗿𝗹𝗲𝘀 𝗣𝗮𝘃𝗶𝗹𝗶𝗼𝗻.
Melody's father Harold opened
the fund with a donation of
five hundred pounds - a great
deal of money in those days.
𝗚𝗲𝗻𝗲𝗿𝗼𝘂𝘀 𝗱𝗼𝗻𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻𝘀 𝘄𝗲𝗿𝗲 𝗿𝗲𝗰𝗲𝗶𝘃𝗲𝗱
𝗳𝗿𝗼𝗺 𝗺𝗮𝗻𝘆 𝗾𝘂𝗮𝗿𝘁𝗲𝗿𝘀, 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝘀𝗼𝗼𝗻 𝘁𝗵𝗲
𝗠𝗲𝗹𝗼𝗱𝘆 𝗖𝗵𝗮𝗿𝗹𝗲𝘀 𝗠𝗲𝗺𝗼𝗿𝗶𝗮𝗹 𝗣𝗮𝘃𝗶𝗹𝗶𝗼𝗻
𝗯𝗲𝗰𝗮𝗺𝗲 𝗮 𝗿𝗲𝗮𝗹𝗶𝘁𝘆.
A plaque was placed
prominently in memory of
Melody. (𝘛𝘩𝘦 𝘱𝘭𝘢𝘲𝘶𝘦 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘢 𝘱𝘩𝘰𝘵𝘰 𝘰𝘧
𝘔𝘦𝘭𝘰𝘥𝘺 𝘤𝘢𝘯 𝘵𝘰𝘥𝘢𝘺 𝘣𝘦 𝘧𝘰𝘶𝘯𝘥 𝘪𝘯 𝘵𝘩𝘦
𝘵𝘦𝘯𝘯𝘪𝘴 𝘤𝘭𝘶𝘣𝘩𝘰𝘶𝘴𝘦 𝘢𝘮𝘰𝘯𝘨 𝘵𝘩𝘦
𝘱𝘩𝘰𝘵𝘰𝘨𝘳𝘢𝘱𝘩𝘪𝘤 𝘵𝘦𝘯𝘯𝘪𝘴 𝘢𝘳𝘤𝘩𝘪𝘷𝘦𝘴
𝘢𝘥𝘰𝘳𝘯𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘸𝘢𝘭𝘭𝘴.)
The building was later
extensively rebuilt to become
the magnificent Union the
school has today, but the little
tennis pavilion and clubhouse
is still there.

Blast From The Past



Lex Bremner

Introducing our new series 'Major Players'
spotlighting the influential figures who have
shaped the landscape of the Union Schools
throughout its history.
𝘑𝘰𝘪𝘯 𝘶𝘴 𝘰𝘯 𝘢 𝘫𝘰𝘶𝘳𝘯𝘦𝘺 𝘵𝘩𝘳𝘰𝘶𝘨𝘩 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘭𝘪𝘷𝘦𝘴 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘭𝘦𝘨𝘢𝘤𝘪𝘦𝘴 𝘰𝘧 𝘵𝘩𝘦
𝘷𝘪𝘴𝘪𝘰𝘯𝘢𝘳𝘪𝘦𝘴, 𝘳𝘦𝘧𝘰𝘳𝘮𝘦𝘳𝘴 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘦𝘥𝘶𝘤𝘢𝘵𝘰𝘳𝘴 𝘸𝘩𝘰 𝘩𝘢𝘷𝘦 𝘭𝘦𝘧𝘵 𝘢𝘯
𝘪𝘯𝘥𝘦𝘭𝘪𝘣𝘭𝘦 𝘮𝘢𝘳𝘬 𝘰𝘯 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘭𝘰𝘤𝘢𝘭 𝘦𝘥𝘶𝘤𝘢𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘴𝘺𝘴𝘵𝘦𝘮.
𝗠𝗮𝗷𝗼𝗿 𝗣𝗹𝗮𝘆𝗲𝗿: 𝗟𝗲𝘅 𝗕𝗿𝗲𝗺𝗻𝗲𝗿
The playing fields at Union have been described
as some of the best in the country. The late
Charles Fortune, a South African sports
broadcaster and writer, thought the playing
fields one of the most beautiful he had ever seen.
Much of what the learners of the Union Schools
enjoy today, is owed to legendary groundsman,
Mr Lex Bremner.
Originally part of the Glebe Lands owned by the
Anglican Church, the Union High School grounds
were purchased in 1925. Featuring a quadrangle
layout, surrounded by classrooms, the school
initially boasted a solitary sports field, now
named Puttick Field after its first headmaster, Mr
Arthur Puttick.
𝗧𝗵𝗲 𝗼𝗿𝗶𝗴𝗶𝗻𝗮𝗹 𝗳𝗶𝗲𝗹𝗱 𝘄𝗮𝘀 𝗻𝗼𝘄𝗵𝗲𝗿𝗲 𝗮𝘀 𝘃𝗲𝗿𝗱𝗮𝗻𝘁 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝗹𝘂𝘀𝗵 𝗮𝘀
𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗽𝗿𝗲𝘀𝗲𝗻𝘁 𝗱𝗮𝘆 𝗼𝗻𝗲. 𝗜𝘁 𝘄𝗮𝘀 𝗵𝗮𝗿𝗱, 𝘁𝗵𝗶𝗻𝗹𝘆 𝗰𝗼𝘃𝗲𝗿𝗲𝗱 𝘄𝗶𝘁𝗵
𝗴𝗿𝗮𝘀𝘀 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝗰𝗹𝗼𝘃𝗲𝗿, 𝗮𝗻𝗱 𝗿𝘂𝗴𝗯𝘆 𝗽𝗹𝗮𝘆𝗲𝗿𝘀 𝗵𝗮𝗱 𝘁𝗼 𝗹𝗲𝗮𝗿𝗻 𝘁𝗼
𝗰𝘂𝘀𝗵𝗶𝗼𝗻 𝘁𝗵𝗲𝗶𝗿 𝗳𝗮𝗹𝗹𝘀 𝗱𝘂𝗿𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝘁𝗮𝗰𝗸𝗹𝗲𝘀.
Over time, this field evolved into a verdant haven
for sporting endeavours.
The transformation of the grounds owes much to
the visionary leadership of Mr H.W. Arnott,
headmaster for 25 dynamic years. His
commitment to enhancing the school's facilities
sparked a wave of development. With the
assistance of local farmers, equipment was
borrowed to overhaul the fields, while learners
diligently planted grass under Arnott's guidance.
Arnott's drive, however, extended beyond the

Major Player

fields, fostering the creation of additional
amenities like swimming baths and tennis
courts, as well as beautifying the surroundings.
𝘐𝘯 1958 𝘔𝘳 𝘓𝘦𝘹 𝘉𝘳𝘦𝘮𝘯𝘦𝘳 - 𝘢 𝘮𝘢𝘯 𝘤𝘶𝘵 𝘧𝘳𝘰𝘮 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘴𝘢𝘮𝘦 𝘤𝘭𝘰𝘵𝘩
𝘢𝘴 𝘈𝘳𝘯𝘰𝘵𝘵, 𝘵𝘪𝘳𝘦𝘭𝘦𝘴𝘴𝘭𝘺 𝘥𝘦𝘥𝘪𝘤𝘢𝘵𝘦𝘥 𝘵𝘰 𝘩𝘪𝘴 𝘤𝘳𝘢𝘧𝘵 – 𝘵𝘰𝘰𝘬 𝘶𝘱 𝘵𝘩𝘦
𝘱𝘰𝘴𝘪𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘢𝘴 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘴𝘤𝘩𝘰𝘰𝘭’𝘴 𝘨𝘳𝘰𝘶𝘯𝘥𝘴𝘬𝘦𝘦𝘱𝘦𝘳. 𝘛𝘰𝘨𝘦𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘳, 𝘵𝘩𝘦𝘺
𝘳𝘦𝘴𝘩𝘢𝘱𝘦𝘥 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘭𝘢𝘯𝘥𝘴𝘤𝘢𝘱𝘦, 𝘪𝘯𝘤𝘭𝘶𝘥𝘪𝘯𝘨 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘦𝘴𝘵𝘢𝘣𝘭𝘪𝘴𝘩𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵 𝘰𝘧
𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘔𝘪𝘯𝘯𝘢𝘢𝘳 𝘧𝘪𝘦𝘭𝘥. 𝘉𝘳𝘦𝘮𝘯𝘦𝘳'𝘴 𝘤𝘰𝘮𝘮𝘪𝘵𝘮𝘦𝘯𝘵 𝘸𝘢𝘴 𝘱𝘢𝘭𝘱𝘢𝘣𝘭𝘦,
𝘩𝘪𝘴 𝘥𝘦𝘷𝘰𝘵𝘪𝘰𝘯 𝘳𝘦𝘧𝘭𝘦𝘤𝘵𝘦𝘥 𝘪𝘯 𝘦𝘷𝘦𝘳𝘺 𝘣𝘭𝘢𝘥𝘦 𝘰𝘧 𝘨𝘳𝘢𝘴𝘴 𝘩𝘦 𝘯𝘶𝘳𝘵𝘶𝘳𝘦𝘥.
𝘏𝘪𝘴 𝘣𝘭𝘰𝘰𝘥, 𝘴𝘸𝘦𝘢𝘵 𝘢𝘯𝘥 𝘵𝘦𝘢𝘳𝘴 𝘴𝘢𝘵𝘶𝘳𝘢𝘵𝘦𝘥 𝘵𝘩𝘦 𝘨𝘳𝘰𝘶𝘯𝘥𝘴.
Yet, challenges arose - floods, sewage mishaps,
and unauthorized trespassing tested Bremner's
resolve. Nevertheless, his unwavering dedication
remained steadfast, earning him the admiration
of the school community.
It was with much sadness that the Union High
School took its leave of this man with green
fingers, ready hands and perceptive brain who
could go straight to the pith of a problem.
Among the footprints left by Headmasters and
teachers, one man will stand out for giving the
Union High School sports grounds of which it
can be proud.
𝗣𝗲𝗿𝘀𝗼𝗻𝗮𝗹 𝗟𝗶𝗳𝗲
Lex Bremner’s impact on Graaff-Reinet is
indelible, painting him as one of the most vibrant
personas in the town's history. 

https://www.facebook.com/unionhighschool?__cft__[0]=AZVeCEQQjSBGPnP2Wy43VTTrI8--OWag6i2tcH_B7nDPSKh1Amf-XbxIxo7ZOuLGFDBQ6DFIO7wkwqthhTV91L_NdJ9BVBWf6uZAwbkse1mU8HDYUDxeDyz40Gs56dVJdS01MD_Lic7TqajP987_YitoevZPNlRbD673QI-F2T8XsEK38lEWdSGDeYaB8rFaZ8eDScyo9KRCsDtvgjqcizpr&__tn__=-]K-R


 His multifaceted contributions to community,
spanning sports, agriculture, commerce and
culture, resonate deeply.
A naturalist, artist and amateur paleontologist,
Cape Town-born Bremner nurtured his affinity
for nature in his youth in the Graaff-Reinet
area on the then Thornton family farm,
Blaauwater. Educated at Queen’s College, his
prowess in sports, particularly sprinting, shone
brightly.
The ebb of the Depression led Bremner away
from his beloved Graaff-Reinet, steering him
towards employment in the mines near
Johannesburg. Despite this detour, his spirit
remained resilient, propelling him to join the
armed forces during World War II, where his
piloting skills garnered acclaim.
Returning to Graaff-Reinet, where he
transitioned to groundsman at Union High
School, Bremner's talents flourished, sculpting

the school's landscapes into verdant marvels. His
expertise in sports field layout and coaching
tennis catapulted several learners to Eastern
Province junior tennis acclaim.
Retirement didn’t dim his passion; instead, it
fueled his pursuits in paleontology and
anthropology, with notable discoveries earning
him scientific accolades.
A prolific writer, Bremner's contributions to the
Graaff-Reinet Advertiser spanned nature
conservation, history and societal reflections. His
love for the outdoors extended to hunting,
where his prowess and agility were legendary.
His legacy lives on through his surviving family
and the Lex Bremner Fossil Collection, a
testament to his boundless curiosity and
dedication to preserving history.

𝗔𝘀 𝗵𝗲 𝗽𝗲𝗮𝗰𝗲𝗳𝘂𝗹𝗹𝘆 𝗯𝗶𝗱 𝗮𝗱𝗶𝗲𝘂 𝗶𝗻 𝟭𝟵𝟵𝟮, 𝗵𝗶𝘀 𝗺𝗲𝗺𝗼𝗿𝘆
𝗰𝗼𝗻𝘁𝗶𝗻𝘂𝗲𝘀 𝘁𝗼 𝗶𝗻𝘀𝗽𝗶𝗿𝗲 𝗴𝗲𝗻𝗲𝗿𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻𝘀.
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